
Community Service Project Continues: English Language Teaching with a Cultural 

Glimpse in Utena 

 

 The Children‟s Library “Jono ir Marijos Sinių namai” and AISV has been developing 

productive and mutually valuable working and social relationship since 2008. Three years ago a 

group of Grade 10 students went to the library to meet a group of students from A.Šapoka 

gymnasium in Utena to have a discussion on various educational and social  issues, and to 

identify the needs of the library for further projects, one of them being teaching English classes 

to children from different schools in Utena. Since that time we have been going two or three 

times a year to meet and teach the children. 

This year the number of students at the library has increased significantly.  There are five 

groups of different ages and levels of students there to teach. After each class, students receive 

stickers of participation and achievement, and ten of the most active students chosen come to 

spend a day at AISV at the end of the school year.  

On November 19
th

, three students - Gabrielė, Justė, Gleb - and Ms. Jolita went to Utena 

for teaching and exploring the town. The AISV students shared their knowledge about 

Thanskgiving by reading a story, having a discussion, working on crafts, and giving the so-called 

„Holiday Grams” to each student. After, we visited the newly renovated Wedding Hill in Utena, 

walked in the town by finding different sculptures made by well-known artists, checked the old 

post office where a number of famous people including Russian Tzar Nikolaj I, Russian artist Ilja 

Repin, and French writer Honore de Balzak have stopped by in the XIXth century.  

It was a great Saturday full of satisfaction as it is always wonderful to go to the place 

where children and the librarian are waiting for you. 

  

“When we were driving to Utena, I was really positive of how I am going to be a great 

teacher for the kids, and how it was going to be really easy to be a teacher. Although, when we 

got there and actually started teaching, my opinion about teaching suddenly started changing. It 

was so hard to teach a class of ten students! Especially it was hard teaching kids something they 

barely knew how to use. They understood us when we spoke English, but they didn't know how to 

respond back in English. As a result, that was something challenging”. 

 

By Gleb, Grade 9 student 

 

   



  

 


